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Study of Dental Healthcare Support for Nursing Homes after Disaster
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Summary

The 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake surfaced the need for dental health care and support, especially in elderly nursing homes.
We conducted a study at 11 nursing home facilities to better understand the best timing and content of successful dental support
and intervention at the time of a disaster. Although results varied due to the extent of a particular disaster and the standards of
different facilities, overall, dental support was viewed as desirable and a necessity. Although facilities already require the provision
of oral care supplies and information on dental institutions from an early stage, we wanted to better understand how this translates
to the individual level, what the timing and content of individual evaluations and dental care look like. From the experience of the
earthquake, the system of disaster management at each facility has been overhauled. It was concluded that there is a necessity to
further develop disaster management systems, including oral hygiene and nutrition management in elderly care facilities.
Keywords : Disaster dental healthcare support, Vulnerable people, Aspiration pneumonia, Disaster related death, Nursing homes
for the older people
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