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Changes in the Local Governments’ Preparedness for Nutrition Assistance During
Disasters Before and After the Great East Japan Earthquake:
Storage and Distribution of Food Aid and Mass Feeding
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Summary

Before and after the Great East Japan Earthquake (March 2011), we examined what kind of change will be seen in the dietary
support system of local governments in Japan before and after the disaster. We compared the results of two questionnaire surveys
conducted in 2005 and 2011. We analyzed the data from those who responded to both surveys and they included 36 prefectures,
17 ordinance-designated cities, 20 core cities, 4 cities with public health centers, and 16 special wards of Tokyo. McNemer test
was used to compare the answers between the two time points. The proportion of the local governments with regional disaster
prevention plan / guidelines / manual that described temporary storage places for aid food before transporting to evacuation shelters
decreased from 54.8% to 37.4%, but those with the system that dietitians are involved in distribution of food aid increased from 5.6%
to 14.4%. There was no significant change in the specific preparations for mass feeding.
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