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The Institution of Disaster Food Certification System for People
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Summary

During disasters, victims stay in evacuation centers, and some of these victims are people with dietary problems like
allergies. They require meals for special needs like antiallergic food, so sometimes they couldn’t eat local government food
supplies. Besides this, volunteers often can’t recognize which are “meals for special needs” because there is not enough clear
information on the package and most volunteers don’t know about meals for people with dietary problems, so these foods may
be not able to reach the victims who need them. As actually happened in the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake, disaster foods for
special needs were not provided for victims with dietary problems. Often, people with dietary problems are not comfortable with
announcing their needs in evacuation centers, so public staff and volunteers don’t know about their problems. These issues with
food supplies in disasters may affect victims suffering health problems.

Japan Health Business Federation has discussed how these issues could be solved. As a result, we instituted a disaster
food certification system for people with dietary problems. We defined disaster foods for special needs as OMOIYARI Disaster
Foods, established 4 categories of certification and each certification’s standards. We certify products and then mark them to help
distinguish their target consumer. We enlighten people about this “OMOIYARI disaster foods certification system”. Through this
certification system, we will protect the health of people in disaster areas.

Keywords : Disaster foods, certification system, people with dietary problems, health of people in disaster area, OMOIYARI
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