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Disaster Ethnography of Food Situation in Minamiaso
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Summary

Purpose: To utilize collected information on the food situation in disaster stricken district, survey by disaster ethnography
was conducted on March 30, 2016. Method: The survey respondents were four officials of Minamiaso village office who were
in charge of meals provided to the evacuees, a leader of a private volunteer organization, a resident in Tateno area who worked at
a souvenir shop of the Hotel Greenpia Minamiaso, and two hotel employees. Documentation was performed from the recorded
contents. The text was analyzed by 1) dividing into speech blocks, and 2)attaching category flags and sorting the speech blocks.
The 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake damaged a wide range of area in Kumamoto prefecture, and in Minamiaso, the traffic was cut
off at places along a main road. Immediately after the earthquake, the village was temporarily isolated. In this status, the village
officials purveyed food and supplied daily meals for the villagers gathered in evacuation centers. Further, the leader of the private
volunteer organization, who entered Minamiaso conducted eating support in this district.

Keywords: 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake, disaster ethnography, purvey, evacuation center
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