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Summary

Tokyo Metropolitan Government has designated November 19 as “Stockpiling Day”. Apparently the current stockpiling in

Japan as preparedness for natural disaster is insufficient. In addition to various problems such as budget and population distribution,
the most serious problem is that citizens who will become users of stockpiled goods are not concerned with management of
stockpiles. In the late Edo period, warechouses are managed in amazingly democratic manner. Self-organized residents groups had
the initiative in stockpile management. Through the introduction of cases of these warehouses, this paper suggests that a stable local
community obtains a capability to manage its own region by itself through many twists and turns such as political strife. It further
suggests the direction for improvement of disaster-prevention stockpiling in our society.
Keywords: stockpiling, Great East Japan Earthquake, Tokyo metropolitan earthquake, running stock, warehouse.
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